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HEADQUARTERS CC-R

7TH ARMORED DIVISION

APO 257, U.S. ARMY


31 OCTOBER 1944

SUBJECT : AFTER ACTION REPORTS.

TO      : COMMANDING GENERAL, 7TH ARMORED DIVISION, APO 257,

          U.S. ARMY.


1 OCTOBER 1944, CC-R CONSISTING OF 17TH TANK BN (- CO A WITH TASK FORCE JONES 814 T.D.) AND 38TH ARMORED INFANTRY BN (-C0. C DIVISION C.P. GUARD), WAS IN DIVISION RESERVE WITH C.P. LOCATED NEAR ST. ANTHONIS, HOLLAND. STAFF CONSISTED OF COLONEL JOHN L. RYAN, JR, COMMANDING, LT. COL. H.S. STREETER, EX. 0., LT. COL. H.R. WILLIAMS, S-3, CAPT. NORWOOD G. READ, S-2, CAPT CLEMENT 0. STEVENSON, S-4, LT. JAMES F. STIDHAM, COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER AND LT. J. A. TREANORE, HQS COMMANDANT. MAJOR GLEN G. HAIRSTON, SUR​GEON. FIRST ECHELON MAINTENANCE WAS BEING PERFORMED ON VEHICLES. 38TH INF. WAS UNDERGOING REORGANIZATION DUE TO HEAVY LOSSES SUSTAINED PREVIOUSLY. NEW REPLACEMENTS WERE BEING ACQUAINTED WITH THEIR DUTIES AND LEADERS. AT 1000 BRITISH LIAISON OFFICER PAID C.P. A VISIT GIVING S-2 ENEMY INFORMATION.


CC-R HAD OUTPOSTS ESTABLISHED IN THE DIVISION SECTOR AS PRESCRIBED BY DIVISION.


38TH ARMORED INF. BN WERE ALERTED AT 011145 OCTOBER 44 TO BE READY TO MOVE ON AN HOURS NOTICE TO SUPPORT CC-B IN ITS ATTACK, LT. CZABLINSKI, 602 ENG BN VISITED CC-R HQ. COMPLIMENTED CC-R ON ITS CAMOUFLAGE SAYING IT WAS BEST HE HAD ENCOUNTERED IN THE DIVISION. ONE SUGGESTION WAS MADE THAT WE SHOULD NOT MAKE AS MANY ROADS IN THE AREA AS WE WERE MAKING.


AT 1515 CC-R MOVED ITS C.P. 3/4 MILE.


2 OCTOBER FOUND CC-R IN ASSEMBLY AREA. AT 021200 C/87 ATTACHED TO CC-R. THEY WERE IMMEDIATELY GIVEN THE MISSION OF RECONNOITERING AND DETERMINING POSSIBLE ROUTES OF ADVANCE TO THE FRONT LINE OF DIVISION WHERE RELIEF COULD BE EFFECTED IF SO DES​IRED BY HIGHER HQS.


38TH ARMORED INF BN (-1 CO) DETACHED CC-B AND ATTACHED CC-R 021630 OCTOBER 44. MOVED INTO ASSEMBLY AREA VIC ST. ANTHONIS, HOLLAND. DETACHMENTS MAINTAINED ROAD BLOCKS.


AT 022330 OCTOBER DIVISION ISSUED ORDERS FOR CC-R TO MOVE OVER PREVIOUSLY RECONNOITERED ROUTES FROM OUR PRESENT LOCATION TO ATTACK AROUND CC-B EAST OF PRESENT FRONT LINE OF CC-B AT 030800 OCTOBER 44. TO RELIEVE CC-B AND GIVEN THE MISSION OF CLEARING HOSTILE RESISTANCE WITHIN COMBAT COMMAND ZONE.


A/82 ENGINEERS TO SUPPORT CC-R IN OUR POSITIONS.


440 ARMORED FIELD ARTILLERY ATTACHED TO CC-R.
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3 OCTOBER 44 CC-R CONSISTING OF 17 TANK BN(-), 38 ARMD, INF. BN., 440 F.A., C/87 RCN, A/82 ENGRS IN SUPPORT, RELIEVED CC-B IN ZONE BEGINNING AT 030800 OCTOBER 44. 434TH F.A. REINFORCING FIRES OF 440 F.A. BN.


CC-R SPLIT INTO 2 TASK FORCES, TASK FORCE FULLER AND WEMPLE.


TASK FORCE WEMPLE CONSISTED OF 17TH TANK BN (-C0. C), C/38TH ARMD, INF. BN., 1/C/87.


TASK FORCE FULLER CONSISTED OF 38TH ARMD. INF. BN. (-CO.C), C/17TH TANK BN.


TASK FORCE WEMPLE MET STUBBORN RESISTANCE. INFANTRY WAS PINNED DOWN BY INTENSE FIRE OF ALL CALIBERS. TANKS ADVANCED 500 YARDS IN EASTERN SECTOR OF ZONE, WERE FORCED T0 WITHDRAW BY BAZOOKAS AND ARTY FIRE. ONE (1) TANK WAS LOST TO A MINE, 3 WERE-KNOCKED OUT BY ANTI-TANK GUNS AND 1 BY A BAZOOKA. TASK FORCE FULLER PROGRESSED SLOWLY AGAINST THE ENEMY, ENCOUNTERING HEAVY SMALL ARMS, MORTAR AND ARTY FIRE. NEBELWERFFR FIRE (SCREAMING MINNIES) WERE RECEIVED FOR THE FIRST TIME. ELEMENTS OF CO-B INFILTRATED TO POSITIONS  APPROXIMATELY 600 YARDS IN FRONT OF LINE OF DEPARTURE.


ENGINEERS MAINTAINED ROADS, REPAIRED DAMAGED BRIDGES AND REMOVED MINES IN TASK FORCE WEMPLES ZONE.


PREPARATION FOR A NIGHT ATTACK WAS MADE. INFANTRY WAS WELL DUG IN, PREPARED TO REPULSE ANY COUNTER-ATTACKS THAT SHOULD COME.


TASK FORCE WEMPLE LAUNCHED ATTACK AT 041100 OCTOBER 44 TO THE SOUTH ADVANCING APPROXIMATELY 100 YARDS BEFORE THE ATTACK WAS REPULSED WITH HEAVY LOSSES TO INFANTRY AND 8 OUT OF 9 TANKS WITH THIS FORCE.


TASK FORCE FULLER LAUNCHED NITE ATTACK AT 040300 OCTOBER 44 ADVANCED APPROXIMATELY 200 YARDS. 2 COUNTER-ATTACKS BY THE ENEMY WERE REPULSED.


DURING MORNING HOURS TROOPS RECEIVED HEAVY ARTILLERY FIRE.


AT 041100 A COORDINATED ATTACK WAS LAUNCHED WITH LITTLE SUCCESS. RECEIVED HEAVY ENEMY FIRE OF ALL CALIBERS. AIR SUPPORT BOMBED AND STRAFED ENEMY POSITIONS WITH UNDETERMINED RESULTS. ENGINEERS BUILT 28 FEET TREADWAY BRIDGE, REMOVED 1 MINE FIELD AND MAINTAINED ROADS.


TASK FORCE FULLER REPULSED A COUNTER-ATTACK AT 050630 OCTOBER 1944 BY INFANTRY, PRECEEDED BY HEAVY ARTILLERY PREPARATION, AT THE SAME DATE AN ATTACK WAS LAUNCHED SOUTH AGAINST MODERATE RESIS​TANCE UNTIL A SMALL WOODS WAS REACHED WHERE HEAVY RESISTANCE WAS MET. FIRE FROM NEBELWERFER, ARTY, AND SMALL ARMS FROM WELL DUG IN POSITIONS. DURING AFTERNOON SUSTAINED STRONG COUNTER-ATTACK FROM 1630 UNTIL DARKNESS, RECEIVING EXTREMELY HEAVY NEBELWERFER AND ARTY FIRE. LOSS OF C.O. A CO/38 AND NUMEROUS NCO'S AND ACCURATE ENEMY FIRE OF ALL CALIBERS FORCED WITH-DRAWAL TO ORIGINAL POSITION, IT ION, WHICH WAS MA MAINTAINED WITH STRONG ARTY. SUPPORT.


TASK FORCE WEMPLE MAINTAINED PRESENT POSITION WITH PATROLS TO NORTH EAST AND SOUTH.
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ARTY FIRED HARRASSING FIRE DURING EARLY MORNING HOURS. HEAVY CONCENTRATIONS ASSISTED IN REPELLING COUNTER-ATTACKS; EXECUTED COUNTER-BATTERY ON SUSPECTED NEBELWERFER LOCATIONS.


87TH CAV. RCN, EXECUTED RECONNAISSANCE IN OUR SECTOR'S.


6 OCTOBER 1944, CC-R SPLIT INTO TWO (2) TASK FORCES CONTINU​ING ITS ATTACK ON OVERLOON.


TASK FORCE WEMPLE MAINTAINED POSITION, PATROLLED TO NORTH​EAST AND SOUTH-EAST. PLACED HEAVY MORTAR CONCENTRATION AT 0630 ON GROUP OF HOUSES LOCATED IN OUR SECTOR AND SUSPECTED AS HAVING ENEMY DUG IN AROUND THESE BUILDINGS.


TASK FORCE FULLER MAINTAINED HIS POSITION, IT PATROLLED SOUTH IN WOODS.


82 ENGINEERS PLACED ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES IN FRONT OF OUR

POSITIONS.


RCN EXECUTED VIC. BOXMEER, SAMBEEK, VORTUM AND IN VIC OF TASK FORCE FULLER.


ARTILLERY FIRED HARRASSING FIRES THRUOUT THE DAY.


TWO (2) AIR MISSIONS WERE FLOWN. TARGETS DESIGNATED. RESULTS OF BOMBING WERE VERY GOOD AND STRAFING EXCELLENT.


070830 OCT 44 CC-R WAS ORDERED TO REMAIN I IN PRESENT POSITION UNTIL RELIEVED BY ELEMENTS OF THE 11TH ARMORED DIVISION (BR). UPON RELIEF COMMAND WILL BE ASSEMBLED AND MOVED OVER ROUTE TO ASSEMBLY AREA VICINITY ZOMEREN HOLLAND.


TROOPS MAINTAINED POSITIONS, EXECUTED SOME PATROLLING TO NORTH-EAST AND SOUTH-EAST.


TWO (2) AIR MISSIONS FLOWN WITH GOOD RESULTS OBTAINED IN BOTH BOMBING AND STRAFING.


RELIEF OF CC-R BY ELEMENTS OF 11 A.D. (BR) WAS STARTED AT 071800 OCT 44.


8 OCTOBER, 44 CC-R CLOSED INTO BIVOUAC AREA VICINITY OF ZOMEREN, HOLLAND, AT 0430. CC-R NOW CONSISTING OF 38TH, 17TH, 814TH TD (-A&B C0' S), C/33. PLANS WERE MADE FOR OUR NEXT OPERATION AGAINST THE ENEMY, AND PLANS FOR COUNTER-ATTACK WERE SUBMITTED TO DIVISION. CHURCH SERVICES WERE HELD FOR MEMBERS OF CC-R AT 1640.


RECONNAISSANCE OF ROADS IN DIVISION SECTOR WAS MADE 0900. EX.O. AND S-3 CONTACT OTHER COMBAT COMMANDS FOR ENEMY INFORMATION AND ROAD RECONNAISSANCE INFORMATION, AND MADE PLANS FOR RELIEF OF EITHER COMBAT COMMAND SHOULD WE BE DIRECTED. 814 T.D. WHICH HAD BEEN MAINTAINED ROAD BLOCKS IN SOUTHERN SECTOR OF DIVISION ZONE WAS RELEASED TO CC-R. CLOSED INTO ASSEMBLY AREA 091530 OCT 44.


CC-R, STILL IN DIVISION RESERVE ON OCT 10, CONTINUED RECONNAISS​ANCE OF ROADS AND AREAS IN DIVISION ZONE. REPAIRED ROADS AND MINOR BRIDGES IN CC-R SECTOR. INSTITUTED TRAINING PROGRAM IN ACCORDANCE WITH TRAINING AND OPERATIONS INSTRUCTIONS AS DIRECTED BY DIVISION.
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11 OCTOBER 44, CC-R STILL IN BIVOUAC VICINITY OF ZOMEREN HOLLAND, CONTINUED RECONNAISSANCE OF ROADS AND AREAS IN DIVISION ZONE. C/33 ENGINEERS REPAIRED ROADS AND GENERAL TRAINING WAS CARRIED ON IN OTHER UNITS OF CC-R.


121000 OCTOBER 44 CC-R TOOK OVER ROAD BLOCKS FROM CC-B. ROAD BLOCKS WERE ESTABLISHED AND PATROLS MAINTAINED IN OUR SECTOR. TASK FORCE MACE CONSISTING OF A/38, 4/D/17, 1/C/33, 1/RCN/814, ADVANCED SOUTH FROM THE CANAL AT WIELPAD ON A FRONT OF APPROXIMATELY 2000 YARDS DOWN TO OSPEL, HOLLAND. THE BOIS LA DUE CANAL WAS CROSS​ED WITHOUT ANY OPPOSITION FROM THE ENEMY. TASK FORCE RETURNED ACROSS THE CANAL AT 121800 OCTOBER TO FORMER POSITION, BIVOUACED FOR THE NITE AFTER STRONG OUTPOSTS WERE ESTABLISHED.


FAIR AND GOOD WEATHER PREVAILED 13 OCTOBER 44 WHEN TASK FORCE MACE MOVED AT 0715 TO WOODS SOUTH OF LEENSEL AND COMPLETED SEARCH OF WOODS AT 1300. TASK FORCE THEN MOVED BY VEHICLES TO VIC​INITY OF EASTERN EDGE OF WOODS AT SCHEPERSBERG PEELKEN ROGGELSCHEDIJK. AT 1820 TASK FORCE MACE RECEIVED ARTILLERY AIR BURSTS WHICH WERE RE​PORTED TO BE EXTREMELY ACCURATE. PERSONNEL OF CC-R AND UNITS WAS 91%, TANKS 87%, OTHER COMBAT VEHICLES 98% WITH MORALE EXCELLENT.


OUTPOSTS AND PATROLS IN OUR SECTOR WERE MAINTAINED 14 OCT​OBER. FOUR PLATOONS FROM 38TH, EACH BREAKING UP INTO THREE (3) PATROLS WERE GIVEN THE MISSION OF MAKING A RECONNAISSANCE TO THE AREA SOUTH, TO DETERMINE THE STRENGTH OF ENEMY, HIS INSTALLATIONS AND ANY OTHER DATA THAT COULD BE OBTAINED.


PATROLS REPORTED SOME ENEMY DUG IN, ENEMY USING PEET HEAPS BEING USED AS DUG OUTS, AND ENEMY USING HOUSES IN VICINITY AS O.P.'S. CIVILIANS GAVE REPORTS THAT THEY WERE BEING HARRASSED AT NIGHTS BY GERMANS COMING ACROSS THE CANAL AND DEMANDING FOOD.


ONE PATROL FAILED TO RETURN.


OUTPOSTS AND PATROLS WERE CONTINUED IN OUR SECTOR 15 OCTOBER 44. TWO COMPANIES OF THE 38TH AND 2 COMPANIES OF THE 17 TK BN, OPER​ATED IN THE VICINITY OF OSPEL HEIDE AND MEIJEL, FIRED INTO HOUSES AND OTHER LOCATIONS TO CLEAR FIELDS OF FIRE AND DENY THEIR USE TO ENEMY TROOPS. (THIS MISSION WAS UNDER COMMAND OF LT. COL. FULLER).


B C0, 38 (-1PLAT) CONTINUED OPERATIONS DURING THE NIGHT IN ENDEAVOR TO TRAP HOSTILE PATROLS. INTERMITTENT LIGHT ARTILLERY AND MORTAR FIRE WAS RECEIVED DURING THE DAY.


16 OCTOBER- CONTINUED OUTPOSTS AND ROAD PATROLS. CONDUCTED AGGRESSIVE PATROL ACTION AGAINST HOSTILE TANKS AND PERSONNEL REPORTED AS OBSERVED IN SECTOR. SOME OF THE PATROLS RECEIVED INTENSE SMALL ARMS, AUTOMATIC AND AIR BURST FIRE.


CC-R COMPONENTS WERE 92% ON PERSONNEL, 94% TANKS WITH MORALE EXCELLENT. SOME RAIN FELL 16 OCTOBER, VISIBILITY POOR AND WEATHER CLOUDY.
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CC-R OPERATING A TASK FORCE WITH LT. COL. WM. H. G. FULLER IN COMMAND, WITH TROOPS CONSISTING OF 38TH A.I.B. (-), 1 PLATOON CO C, 17 AND 3RD PLATOON CO D/17TH, PIONEER PLATOON/814TH T.D., C/33RD (-1PLAT) MOVED TO ESTABLISH A BRIDGEHEAD AT CANAL CROSSING ON DEURNE-AMERIKA ROAD. ADVANCE WAS SLOW AS TASK FORCE RECEIVED SMALL ARMS FIRE OF ALL CALIBERS AND AUTOMATIC WEAPONS FROM WELL DUG-​IN POSITIONS AND PILL BOXES.


CC-R CONTINUED TO OUTPOST SECTOR, CONDUCTED RECONNAISSANCE IN FORCE WITH 2 RIFLE PLATOONS IN EASTERN SECTOR ENCOUNTERING SMALL ARMS, MORTAR AND HIGH AIR BURST FIRE.


ON 171800 OCT 44, DIVISION ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS FOR TASK FORCE FULLER TO OPERATE TO THE EAST GENERALLY ALONG DEURNE-AMERIKA AXIS, MAKING A CROSSING OVER THE CANAL TO THE NORTH OF PROPOSED BRIDGE-SITE. IN THE FACE OF LIGHT ENEMY RESISTANCE, WE WERE TO SECURE ACTUAL BRIDGE-SITE UNTIL RELIEVED BY ELEMENTS OF CC-B. IN THE FACE OF HEAVY ENEMY RESISTANCE OUR EFFORT WAS TO BECOME DIVERSIONARY TO MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH ENEMY FORCES EAST OF CANAL.


17TH OCTOBER AT 2200, C.O. CC-R ISSUED THE FOLLOWING INSTRU​CTIONS TO LT. COL. FULLER: HOLD PRESENT POSITIONS TONIGHT. CC-B IS HOLDING JUST SOUTH OF THEIR LINE OF DEPARTURE UNTIL EARLY TOMORROW MORNING. CC-B WILL SEND A LIAISON OFFICER WITH RADIO TO YOUR CP TOMORROW MORNING. IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, CONSIDERING VISIBILITY ONLY, RECONNOITER ROUTES TO CANAL BEFORE FIRST MORNING LIGHT. AT FIRST LIGHT PUSH ON TO OBJECTIVE. USE LOTS OF ARTILLERY, INCLUDING SMOKE TO BLIND HOSTILE OBSERVATION. 4 TD'S WILL ARRIVE CHURCH 0500. IF AIR IS AVAILABLE I WILL NOTIFY YOU SO THAT TARGET CAN BE MARKED BY COLORED SMOKE. GET UNITS REORGANIZED AND REINFORCED SO THAT PUSH AT FIRST LIGHT CAN BE MADE WITH VOGOR. IF IMPOSSIBLE TO CROSS CANAL KEEP UP LOTS OF FIRE AND MOVEMENT TO FACILITATE CC-B MOVEMENT TO SOUTH. USE ALL SUPPORTING WEAPONS LIBERALLY.


TASK FORCE FULLER CONTINUED ATTACK TO EAST AT 0600 ADVANCING SLOWLY AGAINST SMALL ARMS, MACHINE GUN, MORTAR AND ARTILLERY FIRE. AT 1430 WERE RECEIVING NO ENEMY FIRE BUT ENCOUNTERED A DENSE ANTI​-TANK AND ANTI-PERSONNEL MINE FIELD VIC 703185 COVERED BY FIRE FROM EAST SIDE OF CANAL. ONE ARMORED CAR KNOCKED OUT BY MINE. AT 1730 UNITS WERE ON WEST BANK OF CANAL AND IN CONTACT WITH CC-B AT 708188. C/33 SUPPORTED BY BRITISH ENGINEERS WERE CLEARING MINE FIELD. ROAD BLOCKS: CONTINUED OUTPOSTS AND ROAD PATROLS THRU OUT SECTOR. ONE PLAT C/38 CLEARED ALL HOUSES AT KATSBERG AND ALL HOUSES SOUTH OF DONK TO WITHIN 100 YARDS OF CANAL. ARTILLERY: FIRED PREPARATION,  CONCENTRATIONS ON CALL AND HARRASSING FIRES ON ENEMY OBSERVED MOVING TO THE EAST WITH EXCELLENT RESULTS. 814 TD (TANK DESTROYERS): FIRED DIRECT FIRE MISSIONS DESTROYING TWO ENEMY OBSERVATION POINTS. RE​CEIVED DIRECT AP FIRE FROM UNLOCATED ENEMY POSITIONS. DESTROYED ENEMY MACHINE GUN AND BOAT. CP MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION.
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TASK FORCE FULLER AT 0600 19 OCTOBER 44, RESUMED OPERATIONS IN COORDINATED ATTACK WITH CC-B, ADVANCED TO WEST BANK OF VAN DEURNE CANAL ASSISTING ATTACK BY FIRE CLEARING AREA OF SNIPERS AND REMOVING MINE FIELDS AS DIRECTED BY CG CC-B. AT 1220 RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS TO RELIEVE CC-B IN MAINTAINING BRIDGEHEAD. MOVEMENT INITIATED TO EFFECT RELIEF. AT 1615 RECEIVED ORDERS CANCELLING PREVIOUS INSTRUCTIONS. AT 1770 CG-CC-B INFORMED FORCE COMMANDER CC-B WAS IN POSITION AND TASK FORCE FULLER INITIATED WITHDRAWAL, MOVING TO BIVOUAC AREA. ASTEN-MEIJEL PATROL DISCONTINUED. A/87 EXTENDED PATROL SECTOR TO INCLUDE MEIJEL AT 1700. 20 TO 25 ROUNDS OF LIGHT ARTILLERY FELL ON NEDERWEERT FROM 1030 TO 1100 WITH TWO DIRECT HITS 57MM ON OUR OP.; NO CASUALTIES AND OP STILL USABLE. OTHER BLOCKS AND PATROLS, NO CHANGE. ARTILLERY FIRED CONCENTRATIONS ON CALL AND SMOKE MARKING MISSION FOR

AIR STRIKE. AIR MISSION AGAINST ENEMY OP TOWER AT 1645, RESULTS UN​OBSERVED DUE TO GROUND HAZE.


AT 191800 48TH A.I.B. ATTACHED TO CC-R, 38TH A.I.B. RELIEVED UPON REORGANIZATION OF NEW ATTACHED UNIT, CC-R WOULD BE PREPARED TO RELIEVE CC-B FOR RESPONSIBILITY OF SECURITY OF THE BRIDGEHEAD.


AT 201900 DIVISION ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS THAT 814 T.D. (-) AND

A/C AND F CO'S 87TH WERE RELIEVED FROM CC-R. TO CONTINUE RESPONSIBILITY OF BRIDGEHEAD AND EXTEND LINE OF BRIDGEHEAD BY ACTIVE PATROLLING,  (ESTABLISHMENT OF GOOD. O.P.'S) TO FINALLY INCLOSING WIDTH OF NEW Z OF

RESPONSIBILITY. CC-R T0 MAINTAIN IN BRIDGES IN ZONE.


21 OCTOBER 44, CC-R NOW CONSISTING OF 48TH, 17TH, C/33RD, C/203, AND 434TH AFA IN DIRECT SUPPORT. RELIEF OF ALL CC-R OUTPOSTS BY 87 CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON (MECHANIZED) IN ACCORDANCE WITH OPERATION INSTRUCTION, HQ 7 ARMORED DIVISION, 201000 OCT 44 COMPLETED 211300 OCT 44. 48TH ENLARGED BRIDGEHEAD AND CONDUCTED VIGOROUS PATROLLING. 17TH MOVED TO NEW POSITION CLOSING AT 1400. ESTABLISHED OUTPOSTS. C/33 MOVED TO POSITION DIRECTED. ONE PLATOON CONTINUED CLEARING MINES. ONE PLATOON WAS ATTACHED TO 48TH. C/203 ALSO MOVED TO POSITION AS DIRECTED WITH ONE PLATOON IN POSITION AT CC CP. ONE PLAT IN POSITION AT BRIDGE. ALL GUNS WERE IN FIRING POSITION AT 1545A. ARTILLERY SUPPORTED BRIDGEHEAD OPERATIONS ON CALL.


MAJOR SWEAT, FRED C. 0-399-193 JOINED CC-R ON LOAN FROM G-3. MAJOR SWEAT ACTED IN THE CAPACITY OF EX. OFFICER AND S-3.


LT. COL'S STREETER AND WILLIAMS, EX. 0. AND S-3 RESPECTIVELY, RELIEVED FROM ASSIGNMENT TO CC-R AND TRANSFERRED TO 3RD ARMORED DIVISION AND 29TH INF. DIV. RESPECTIVELY.


22 OCTOBER 44. 48TH EXTENDED THE BRIDGEHEAD ON DEURNE-AMERIKA ROAD. C/33 ENGINEERS COMPLETED A BAILEY BRIDGE OVER CRATER THAT THE GERMANS HAD BLOWN ON OUR AXIS OF ADVANCE. CONTACT TO THE NORTH WAS MADE AND MAINTAINED WITH THE BRITISH 11TH ARMORED DIVISION.


C/17TH TANK MOVED INTO FIRING POSITION TO REINFORCE ARTILLERY FIRE,
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ACTIVE PATROLLING WAS MAINTAINED AND SOME CONTACT MADE WITH THE ENEMY.


23 OCTOBER 44, CC-R CONTINUED ITS ASSIGNED MISSION, SENDING OUT DAYLIGHT PATROLS TO THE EAST AND SOUTH OF BRIDGEHEAD, OUTPOSTS WERE MOVED TO NEW POSITIONS. 48TH BEAT OFF ENEMY PATROLS OPERATING IN OUR ZONE AFTER A 45 MIN. ARTILLERY BARRAGE; SOME ENEMY CASUALTIES (UNESTIMATED) AND ONE PRISONER WAS TAKEN. WEATHER WAS CLOUDY WITH POOR VISIBILITY.


CC-R CONTINUED HOLDING BRIDGEHEAD, AND ACTIVE PATROLLING I ITS SECTOR 24 OCTOBER 44. PATROL MAINTAINED CONTACT WITH BRITISH 11TH ARMORED DIVISION ON NORTH. LITTLE ENEMY RESISTANCE WAS ENCOUNTERED.


AT 241100 OCTOBER 44, CC-R RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS TO RELIEVE C/203 AND C/33. CONTINUE RESPONSIBILITY OF BRIDGEHEAD UNTIL RELIEVED BY CC-B; WITHDRAWAL UPON RELIEF BY CC-A VICINITY ZOMEREN, HOLLAND.


25 OCTOBER 44. CONTINUED ACTIVE PATROLLING IN ZONE UNTIL RELIEVED BY CC-B. RELIEF OF CC-R BY CC-B COMMENCED 0900. ALL CC-R TROOPS EXCEPT 2 PATOONS B/48 RELIEVED BY 1500. 2 PLATOONS B/48 RELIEVED 1930. RESPONSIBILITY OF ZONE ASSUMED BY CC-B AT 1645. 48 AIB (-2 PLATOONS) CLOSED IN BILLETS AT ASTEN, HOLLAND, 1600. 2 PLATOONS B/48 CLOSED ASTEN 2200. 17 TANK BATTALION ASSEMBLED ALL ELEMENTS IN BN AREA BY 1330 BUT UNABLE TO MOVE TO NEW AREA BECAUSE BILLETS NOW OCCUPIED BY OTHER TROOPS. C/203 RELIEVED ATTACHED CC-R 0900. C/33 (-1ST PLAT) RELIEVED ATTACHED CC-R 0900. 1ST PLATOON RELIEVED ATTACHED CC-R 1530. CP CC-R CLOSED VIC VREKWIJK 1330 AND OPENED ASTEN SAME HOUR.


26 OCTOBER CC-R IN RESERVE. REHABILITATION OF MEN, WEAPONS AND VEHICLES WAS BEING CARRIED ON. WEATHER WAS COLD AND CLOUDY.


CC-R ON 27 OCTOBER 44 RECEIVED ORDERS AT 0740 TO MOVE OUT TO REPEL AN ENEMY ATTACK VIC MEIJEL, A AND C CO'S 48 MOVED OUT 0812 TO ASSEMBLY AREA. TASK FORCE WEMPLE, C AND D CO'S 17TH ARRIVED ASSEMBLY AREA AT 0925 AND IMMEDIATELY MOVED OUT WITH MISSION TO DESTROY ENEMY AND CONTINUE MOVING SOUTH. THIS FORCE REACHED LINE AND AT CLOSE OF PERIOD WAS ATTEMPTING TO PUSH ITS LINE SOUTH TO BOUNDARY. 48 PASSED THROUGH 87 RECONNAISSANCE AT 1455. ALL ATTACKS MET STIFF RESISTANCE CON​SISTING OF TANKS, ANTI-TANK FIRE, ARTILLERY AND INFANTRY. AT 1300 CC-R TOOK OVER 87 SECTOR AND 87 ATTACHED TO CC-R. 1/814 WAS ATTACHED TO

CC-R AND FURTHER ATTACHED TO TASK FORCE WEMPLE AT 1200. 1/1/814 ATTACHED AT 1730 AND FURTHER ATTACHED 48TH INF AT THIS TIME. 1/23 ATTACHED CC-R UPON RELIEF OF CC-B IN ZONE AND FURTHER ATTACHED TASK FORCE WEMPLE

BUT HAD NOT ARRIVED AT CLOSE OF PERIOD. CC-A TASK FORCE JOINED A/87 AT 1550 AND AT CLOSE OF PERIOD WERE PRESSING FORWARD TO POSITION. 87TH CONTINUED OPERATIONS IN ASSIGNED ZONE. AT 0610 RECEIVED INTENSE
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ARTILLERY BARRAGE FOR 30 MINUTES ON ENTIRE FRONT, TROOP C FORCED TO WITHDRAW FROM MEIJEL BY ENEMY INFANTRY ESTIMATED AT 250. TROOP B MOVED FORWARD TO SUPPORT TROOP C. AT 1010 A COUNTER-ATTACK CENTERED ON ASTEN-MEIJEL ROAD. CO F ATTACHED 1 PLATOON ENVELOPING NORTH FLANK ENEMY POSITIONS. CO F (-) DOWN MAIN AXIS TO PROTECT BRIDGE AGAINST AGGRESSIVE ENEMY PATROLS. TROOP D WAS FORCED TO WITHDRAW SLIGHTLY, IN THE VIC OF HEITRAK AND NEERKANT. AT 1300 SQUADRON WAS ATTACHED CC-R.


28 OCTOBER 44 TROOPS OF CC-R CONSISTED OF 48TH A.I.BN (-), 2/17TH (MED), 87TH (-), 1/C/33, 2/B/814, OPERATING AS TASK FORCE UNDER LT. COL. CHAPPIUS, ATTACKED AT 0700, MEETING STIFF ENEMY RESISTANCE.


ENEMY TANKS AND INFANTRY IN NUMBERS OFFERED STUBBORN RESISTANCE, MAKING ADVANCE VERY DIFFICULT AS WELL AS FOR HINDERING OUR SCREENING OPERATIONS.


POSITIONS WERE CONSOLIDATED, INFANTRY WERE WELL DUG-IN AND PLANS WERE MADE TO HOLD FOR THE NITE AND ATTACK THE FOLLOWING MORNING.


281740- CC-R RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS FROM DIVISION DIRECTING US TO CONSOLIDATE AND HOLD PRESENT POSITION, CLEAR ENEMY FROM ASSIGNED ZONE AND SECURE LINE OF NORD CANAL IN ASSIGNED ZONE, AND TO ALSO MAINTAIN CONTACT ON LEFT AND RIGHT WITH CC-B AND CC-A.


DURING THE NIGHT 29 OCTOBER A AND B/48TH WERE WITHDRAWN TO POSI​TIONS TO BUILD UP LINE OF C/48TH. REPEATED ENEMY COUNTER-ATTACKS WITH BOTH TANKS AND INFANTRY IN FORCE, FORCED THE INFANTRY BACK FROM ORIGINAL POSITIONS.


TANKS IN FORCE ATTEMPTED TO OVER-RUN POSITIONS HELD BY INFANTRY.

2 PLATOONS OF B/48TH, REINFORCED 814 T.D.'S AND TANKS HELD THE POSITION.


SUPPORTING ARTILLERY, 440TH AND ROYAL ARTILLERY, 25TH FIELD REGIMENT, 8TH ARMY GROUP (BR), MET ALL CALLS FOR ARTILLERY SUPPORT. THE 25TH FIELD REGIMENT FIRED OVER 10,000 ROUNDS ON THE 29 OCTOBER 44.


ARTILLERY WAS GREATLY RESPONSIBLE FOR REPELLING A GERMAN COUNTER​ATTACK WHEN THEY TRIED A DOUBLE-ENVELOPEMENT SUPPORTED BY TANKS AND ARTILLERY, OF THE POSITION HELD BY A CRITICALLY DECIMATED INFANTRY BATTALION.


RELIEF OF CC-R IN SECTOR WAS EFFECTED BY 15TH DIVISION (SCOTTISH). RELIEF STARTED AT APPROXIMATELY 292030 OCTOBER 44 AND WAS COMPLETED AT 300200 OCT 44.


CC-R UPON RELIEF BY 15 DIVISION (SCOTTISH) CLOSED INTO ASSEMBLY AREA AT 300730 OCTOBER 44, VIC MARHEEZE, HOLLAND AS DIVISION RESERVE.


DURING LATER PORTION OF PERIOD RELIEVED OF ALL TROOPS EXCEPT 17TH TANK BATTALION, 87TH CAV. RCN. SQDN, AND A/203.


AT 301840- RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS TO MOVE TO SCREEN AND SECURE NORTHWEST OF NORD AND NEDERWEERT CANALS WITHIN ZONE.


310550 OCTOBER 44- MOVED ADVANCED C.P. FROM VIC MARHEEZE, HOLLAND TO NEDERWEERT, HOLLAND, WHERE CC-R OUTPOSTED AND OCCUPIED POSITIONS NORTHWEST OF NORD AND NEDERWEERT CANALS. LITTLE ENEMY ACTIVITY OBSERVED. SOME INTERMITTENT ARTILLERY FIRE RECEIVED. AT 311630 23RD A.I.B. ATTACHED CC-R.

(8)

SECRET

SECRET


B/23 COMMITTED TO REINFORCE POSITIONS NOW HELD BY 87TH CAV. RCN. SQD. IN ASSIGNED ZONE.


AT MIDNIGHT, 31 OCTOBER 44, TROOPS OF CC-R CONSISTED OF 17TH TANK BATTALION, 23RD ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION (-), 87TH CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON, MECHANIZED (-), A CO., 203RD AAA., WITH 440TH ARMORED FIELD ARTILLERY IN DIRECT SUPPORT.


FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:


(signed)


NORWOOD G. READ


CAPTAIN, INFANTRY

SECRET

HEADQUARTERS CC-R

7TH ARMORED DIVISION

APO 257, U.S. ARMY

 30 NOVEMBER 1944

SUBJECT : AFTER ACTION REPORT, MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 1944.

TO : THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, WASHINGTON, 25, D.C.

 (THROUGH CHANNELS)

1 NOVEMBER 1944: CC-R STAFF CONSISTED OF COL JOHN L. RYAN JR., COMMANDING, LT. COL. SMITH, ERNEST M., EXECU​TIVE OFFICER, MAJOR FRED C. SWEAT, S-3, MAJOR GLENN G. HAIRSTON, SURGEON, CAPT. CLEMENT 0. STEVENSON, S-4, CAPT. NORWOOD G. READ, S-2, LT. JAMES F. STIDHAM, COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER AND LT. JOHN A TREANORE, COMMANDANT.

TROOPS OF CC-R CONSISTED OF 17TH TANK BN., 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ. (MECZ), 23RD A. I. BN. (-),WITH 440TH A.F.A. AND A/203 AAA IN SUPPORT.

C.P. OF CC-R LOCATED IN NEDERWEERT, HOLLAND.

CC-R HAD A MISSION OF HOLDING ALONG THE LE DUC AND BOIS DE NORD CANALS. THE LINE-WAS OCCUPIED AND PATROLS WERE MAINTAINED BY 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ.

C/17TH TANK BN. WAS MOVED TO VICINITY LEER, HOLLAND, ON ALERT FOR IMMEDIATE MOVEMENT TO ANY PART OF THE SECTOR. INTERMITTENT ARTILLERY FIRE WAS RECEIVED THRUOUT THE DAY IN NEDERWEERT AND ALONG THE LE DUC AND BOIS DE NORD CANAL. C.P. CC-R RECEIVED DIRECT HIT ON THE ROOF.

WEATHER WAS COOL WITH POOR VISIBILITY.

AT 2300, DIVISION ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS DETACHING A/203 AAA AND GAVE CC-R THE MISSION TO CONTINUE TO HOLD ZONE OF RES​PONSIBILITY AND SUPPORT BY FIRE THE ATTACK OF CC-A TOWARD CANAL DE NORD.

2 NOVEMBER: AN OFFICER WAS SENT TO CC-A TO ESTABLISH LIAISON BETWEEN CC-R AND CC-A AND TO COORDINATE FIRE SUPPORT OF CC-R IN THE ATTACK.

0800, LT. COL. BOYLAN (C.O., 87TH CAV. RCN. PHONED THAT EVERYTHING WAS QUIET THE PRECEEDING NIGHT.

AT THIS TIME C.O. CC-R INSTRUCTED LT. COL. BOYLAN THAT RELIEF OF 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ. BY 23RD A.I.BN. WOULD START IMMEDIATELY; GUIDES T0 BE AVAILABLE TO 23RD A.I.BN.

AT 1106 23RD A.I.BN HAD TAKEN OVER THE ENTIRE SECTOR FORMERLY HELD BY 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ. WITHOUT INCIDENT.
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LT. ROBERTS AND SQUAD, 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ. DRAGGED THE LE DUC CANAL FOR POSSIBLE ENEMY TELEPHONE LINES. NOTHING FOUND.

INTERMITTENT ENEMY ARTILLERY AND MORTAR FIRE WAS RECEIVED THRUOUT THE MORNING WITH SLIGHT DAMAGE TO ONE ​HALF-TRACK AT C.P. CC-R.

23RD A.I.BN. SUPPORTED ATTACK OF CC-A BY FIRING ASSAULT GUNS, MORTARS AND HEAVY MACHINE GUNS, ON ALL OBSERVED AND PROBABLE ENEMY POSITIONS TO THEIR FRONT, BURNING SEVERAL HOUSES AND HAYSTACKS.

VISUAL CONTACT WITH CC-A ESTABLISHED AT 1115.

440TH A.F.A. FIRED 324 ROUNDS PREARRANGED HARASSING FIRE DURING THE NIGHT AND FIRED MISSIONS ON CALL THRUOUT THE DAY FOR A TOTAL OF 1400 ROUNDS DURlNG DAY OF 2 NOVEMBER 44.

COMBAT EFFICIENCY OF CC-R ON 2 NOVEMBER WAS: TANKS--56%, OTHER COMBAT VEHICLES--92%, PERSONNEL--93%, MORALE --EXCELLENT.

3 NOVEMBER: CC-R WAS STILL HOLDING ALONG DE NORD AND LE DUC CANALS, AND SUPPORTING CC-A 1N THEIR ATTACK WITH DIRECT FIRE.

LIAISON OFFICER BETWEEN CC-A AND CC-R NOTIFIED C.0. CC-R THAT 38TH A.I.BN. HAD JUMPED OFF AT 0645 AND THAT RAPID PROGRESS WAS BEING MADE.

87TH CAV. RCN. SQ. WAS RELIEVED FROM ATTACHED TO CC-R AT 030730.

AT 0805, LIAISON OFFICER BETWEEN CC-R AND DIVISION ARRIVED AT CC-R COMMAND POST WITH INSTRUCTIONS THAT 23RD A.I.BN. WAS TO BE RELEASED TO DIVISION CONTROL AND TO RE​CONNOITER FOR ASSEMBLY POSITIONS.

AT 1100, C.O. CC-R ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS T0 LT. COL. RHEA (C. 0. 23RD A.I.BN.) TO WITHDRAW REMAINING ELEMENTS. ATTACK OF CC-A HAD CLEARED ENEMY RESISTANCE ACROSS CANAL BOIS LE DUC.

DIVISION DIRECTED CC-R AT 1225 T0 ASSEMBLE 23RD A.I.BN. IN OUR  VICINITY, AND THAT CC-A DID NOT CONTEMPLATE USING THEM.

AT 1430, TASK FORCE VVEMPLE, CONSISTING OF C/17TH TANK BN., AND B/33RD ENGINEERS COMPLETED THE RELIEF, OCCUPY​ING ONLY THAT PART OF THE POSITION AT THE JUNCTION OF THE CANALS.

ASSAULT GUNS WERE IN POSITION ALONG OUR FRONT TO GIVE FIRE SUPPORT IF NEEDED.

23RD A.I.BN. RECONNOITERED NEW ASSEMBLY AREA EAST OF LE DUC CANAL.

440TH A.F.A. FIRED 200 ROUNDS HARRASSING FIRE DUR​ING THE NIGHT AND 1600 ROUNDS IN SUPPORT OF CC-A'S ATTACK.

PAGE 2

4. NOVEMBER: CC-R RECEIVED MESSAGE AT 1155 FROM C.G. ATTACHING 23RD A.I.BN., 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ., C/33RD ENGINEERS, B/814TH T.D., D/17TH TANK BN. TO CC-R; 17TH TANK BN. (-COMPANY "D", AND ALL ASSAULT GUNS) RELIEVED FROM ATTACHMENT.

CC-R WAS TO ASSUME MISSION OF 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ., IN ZONE OF CC-A IN ADDITION TO ITS PRESENT MISSION. CHANGES EFFECTIVE 1230, EXCEPT FOR UNITS ENGAGED.

CC-R TO ASSUME SECURITY OF CANAL DU NORD PROGRES​S PROGRESSIVELY AS NORTH BANK OF CANAL WAS CLEARED OF ENEMY BY CC-A WITHIN ZONE. CC-R WAS ALSO RESPONSIBLE FOR BLOWING BRIDGE ACROSS DENORD CANAL AND BRIDGES ON CANAL LE DUC, IN EMERGENCY ONLY.

AIR SUPPORT WAS AVAILABLE ON CALL, WEATHER PERMITTING.

ENGINEERS REMOVED MINES IN OUR SECTOR.

AT DARK 87TH CAV. RCN. .SQ. ESTABLISHED LISTENING POSTS IN FRONT OF OUR LINE. LITTLE ENEMY ACTIVITY WAS RE​PORTED.

 5 NOVEMBER: CC-R CONTINUED SECURITY OF ZONE ASSIGN​ED WITH OUTPOSTS ON THE DE NORD AND BOIS LE DUC CANALS.

 FIRING POSITIONS FOR ASSAULT GUNS WERE IMPROVED AND ALTERNATE POSITIONS PREPARED. ENGINEERS CONTINUED CLEARANCE OF MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS AND MAINTENANCE OF ROADS AND BRIDGES IN CC-R AREA.

COMBAT EFFICIENCY OF CC-R WAS: TANKS--69%, OTHER VEHICLES--97%., PERSONNEL--98%. MORALE WAS EXCELLENT. COOL WEATHER PREVAILED WITH POOR T0 GOOD VISIBILITY.

AT 1610 G-3 INFORMED C.O. CC-R THAT 23RD A.I.BN. WOULD RELIEVE 48TH A.I.BN. (ATTACHED CC-A) BEGINNING AT 2000. 23RD A.I.BN. RELIEVED FROM CC-R, AND 48TH A.I.BN. ATTACHED, TO CC-R.

PLANS WERE MADE FOR RELIEF OF 48TH A.I.BN. BY 23RD A.I.BN. AND RELIEF STARTED AT 2000. RELIEF WAS COMPLETED AT 0430 THE FOLLOWING MORNING.

6 NOVEMBER: UNITS OF CC-R CONTINUED OUTPOSTING AND PATROLLING WITHIN OUR ZONE. ORGANIZATION OF POSITIONS AND RECONNAISSANCE WAS CONTINUED.

PLANS WERE MADE 6 NOVEMBER 44, FOR A/48TH A.I.BN. T0 HELP 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ; HOLD POSITIONS ALONG DE NORD CANAL.

AS A RESULT OF INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED BY C.O. CC-R THE FRONT HELD BY 87TH. CAV. RCN. SQ. WAS MATERIALLY REDUCED, WITH A/48TH A.I.BN. TAKING OVER LEFT FLANK OF SECTOR. NEW POSITIONS TO BE OCCUPIED WERE TAKEN UP AT 061900 NOVEMBER 44, UNDER COVER OF DARKNESS.
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ENGINEERS CONTINUED CLEARING MINE FIELDS AND BOOBY TRAPS, AND MAINTENANCE OF ROADS AND BRIDGES.

7 NOVEMBER: TROOPS OF CC-R CONSISTED OF 48TH A.I.BN., 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ., C/33RD ENGINEERS, B/814TH T.D., D/17TH TANK BN. WITH ASSAULT GUNS, AND D/203RD AAA; 444TH A.F.A. WAS IN DIRECT SUPPORT.

CC-R CONTINUED TO HOLD POSITIONS ALONG THE BOIS LE DUC AND DU NORD CANALS.

D/17TH TANK BN. AND ASSAULT GUNS WERE RELIEVED FROM ATTACHED TO CC-R AT 1600. REVERTING TO BN. CONTROL. D/17TH TANK BN. AND ASSAULT GUNS MOVED T0 17TH TANK BN. ASSEMBLY AREA VICINITY MARHEEZE, HOLLAND, CLOSING AT 1655.

LT. COL. FRED M. WARREN., 0 266 2471: CAV., REPORTED T0 CC-R HQS. FOR DUTY

AT 1430 C.O. CC-R ISSUED THE FOLLOWING OPERATIONS INSTRUC​TIONS TO C.O. 48TH A.I.BN., 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ., "C" AND B/33RD ENGINEERS, B/814TH T.D., D/203RD AAA; RELIEF OF CC-R FROM PRESENT MISSION BY 152 BRIGADE (BRITISH) WILL BE EXECUTED 7-8 NOVEMBER 1944 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PLAN OUTLINED BELOW.

PLAN: ELEMENTS 152 BRIGADE WILL MOVE INTO CC-R SECTOR BEGINNING 1620. THREE INFANTRY BATTALIONS LOCATED VICINITY KREIJEL AND OSPEL, CLOSING THESE AREAS, APPROXIMATELY 2000.

48TH A.I.BN.: UPON NOTIFICATION BY C.O. 5 SEAFORTH BATTALION, THAT THE THREE INFANTRY BATTALIONS OF THE 152 ARE IN POSITIONS STATED IN PLAN, MOVE BY COMPANY TO VEHICLE PARK WEST OF CANAL LE DUC; THENCE VIA ROUTES INDICATED ON OVERLAY ISSUED NOW TO ASSIGNED ASSEMBLY AREA. VEHICLES EAST OF CANAL LE DUC WILL BE MOVED FIRST, AFTER NOTIFICATION THAT THE RELIEVING TROOPS ARE IN POSITION. PRIORITY ON OSPEL-​HORIK ROAD TO CC-A 2000 TO 0700.

87TH CAV. RCN. SQ.: UPON NOTIFICATION THAT INFANTRY BATTALIONS 152 BRIGADE ARE 1N POSITION ACCORDING TO PLAN, REMAIN INITIALLY IN PRESENT POSITIONS; MOVE 0400 TO ASSEMBLY AREAS REAR PRESENT POSITIONS PREPARED TO BEGIN MOVEMENT BY INFILTRATION AT 0700. MOVEMENT WILL COMMENCE UPON NOTIFICATION BY CC-A DIRECT TO 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ. THAT ALL CC-A ELEMENTS HAVE CLEARED ROAD OSPEL-SOUTH BRIDGE.

C/33RD ENGINEERS: ESTABLISH LIAISON WITH 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ. AND FOLLOW 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ. VIA ROUTE INDICATED ON OVERLAY TO ASSEMBLY AREA. MAINTAIN ROADS WITHIN ZONE UNTIL TIME FOR MOVEMENT.

B/33RD ENGINEERS: PREPARE TO WITHDRAW TO VEHICLE PARK UPON ORDER OF C:O. CC-R ANYTIME AFTER 0800. AS SOON AS CLOSED IN VEHICLE PARK, MOVE TO ASSEMBLY AREA INDICATED ON OVERLAY.

B/814TH T.D.: COMPANY (LESS PLATOON ATTACHED 87TH CAV. RCN: SQ.) MOVE IMMEDIATELY TO ASSEMBLY AREA SHOWN ON OVERLAY. PLATOON ATTACHED 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ. WILL MOVE
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WITH 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ.

D/203RD AAA: BE PREPARED TO MOVE 0900 ON ORDER C.O. CC-R.

D/17TH TANK BN: D/17TH TANK BN. AND ASSAULT GUNS 17TH TAN BN. RELIEVED ATTACHED CC-R 1600 NOVEMBER 44, AND WILL MOVE AT THAT TIME T0 17TH TANK BN. ASSEMBLY AREA.

UNITS WILL REPORT: WHEN FIRST ELEMENTS INITIATE MOVEMENT FROM PRESENT POSITION; WHEN ALL ELEMENTS CLEAR CANAL LE DUC; WHEN CLOSED IN ASSEMBLY AREAS. 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ. REPORT WHEN PREPARED TO MOVE FROM INITIAL ASSEMBLY AREA TO AREA WEST OF CANAL LE DUC.

RELIEF OF FIRST ELEMENTS OF CC-R STARTED 2320 AND LAST ELEMENTS OF CC-R (B/33RD ENGINEERS) RELIEVED AT 0945 8 NOVEMBER. ALL ELEMENTS OF CC-R CLOSED INTO ASSEMBLY AREA 1224. C.P. OF CC-R LOCATED VICINITY OF MARHEEZE, HOLLAND.

8 NOVEMBER: INSTRUCTIONS FOR PROPOSED MOVE OF CC-R FROM VICINITY MARHEEZE, HOLLAND, TO CONCENTRATION AREA VIC​INITY OF BANHOLT, HOLLAND, HAD BEEN ISSUED TO UNITS BY CC-R IN F.O. #5, DATED 072200 NOVEMBER. THE ROUTE WAS WEERT, MOLENBEERSEL, MAESEYCK, LANKLAER, MAASTRICHT, BRIDGE ACROSS MAAS RIVER, HEER, GRONSVELD, ST. GEERTUID.

9 NOVEMBER: FIRST ELEMENT OF CC-R CROSSED I.P. AT 0939. DELAY BEING DUE TO CC-A FAILING TO CLEAR I.P. IN SCHEDULED TIME. MARCH WAS MADE IN RAIN AND SNOW. DISTANCE TRAVELED WAS 44.6 MILES. CLOSED INTO NEW ASSEMBLY AREA AT BANHOLT, HOLLAND 1600.

10 NOVEMBER: PURSUANT TO DIVISION ORDER CC-R CONSISTED OF 38TH A.I.BN. AND 17TH TANK BN.

REHABILITATION OF PERSONNEL AND ORDNANCE MAINTENANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE OF ROUTES WAS ACCOMPLISHED.

11 NOVEMBER: TRAINING INSTRUCTION CONDUCTED TO INCLUDE CREW DRILL ON ALL CREW SERVED WEAPONS, SCOUTING AND PATROLLING, REMOVAL OF MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS, TERRAIN APPRECIATION, AND OTHER SUBJECTS SET FORTH IN TRAINING DIRECT​IVE, HQS. 7TH ARMORED DIVISION., 9 NOVEMBER 44.

12 NOVEMBER: TRAINING WAS BEING CONDUCTED AS OUT​LINED BY DIVISION. MAINTENANCE OF VEHICLES AND WEAPONS AND ALL EQUIPMENT WAS CONDUCTED.

LECTURE ON "CONDUCT IN GERMANY" FOR OFFICER AND NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS OF THE FIRST 3 GRADES OF 33RD
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ENGINEERS, 814TH T.D., 17TH TANK BN., AND 38TH A.I.BN. CONDUCTED BY MILITARY GOVERNMENT OFFICER.

13, 14, 15, AND 16 NOVEMBER: CC-R CONDUCTED COMBINED TANK-INFANTRY PROBLEMS. THE PURPOSE OF THESE PROBLEMS WERE TO TRAIN THE SMALL INFANTRY-TANK TEAM IN CONTROL, COMMUNICATIONS AND COORDINATION REQUIRED FOR SUCCESS IN AN OPERATION OF COMBINED ARMS. (SEE INCLOSURE #1)

CONCURRENT TRAINING WAS AS PRESCRIBED BY DIVISION.

17 NOVEMBER: UNITS OF CC-R CONTINUED TRAINING AND MAINTENANCE OF VEHICLES AND WEAPONS.

COMBAT EFFICIENCY OF CC-R ON 17 NOVEMBER WAS: TANKS--66%, .PERSONNEL--98.5%, MORALE EXCELLENT.

18 NOVEMBER: DIVISION DIRECTED DAY OF REST, WITH ONLY NECESSARY GUARD AND FATIGUE BEING EXECUTED.

19 AND 20 NOVEMBER: TRAINING AS PRESCRIBED BY DIVISION.

21 NOVEMBER: ANOTHER TANK-INFANTRY PROBLEM WAS CONDUCTED BY CC-R.

AT 1255 G-3 CALLED C.O. CC-R INFORMING HIM TO CANCEL TRAINING FOR THE AFTERNOON AND MAKE PLANS FOR MOVEMENT TO VICINITY WEST OF HEERLEN, AND TO PREPARE FOR OPERATIONS TO THE EAST. TRAINING WAS CANCELLED AND PLANS FOR MOVEMENT MADE.

22 NOVEMBER: THE FOLLOWING OPERATIONS INSTRUCTIONS WERE ISSUED A AT 0030 TO C.O. 38TH A.I.BN. AND 814TH T.D: CC-R ASSEMBLES NORTH OF VALKENBURG PREPARED FOR OPERATIONS TO THE EAST. BILLETING PARTIES AND  GUIDES REPORT TO LT. COL. WARREN AT CC-R C.P. 0700. ALL AA GUNS WILL BE MANNED. REPORTS WILL BE MADE FROM UNITS ON CLOSING; SUBMIT OVERLAY SHOWING COMPANY AREAS AND C.P. LOCATIONS. RADIO SILENCE.

CC-R AND ATTACHED UNITS MOVED FROM BANHOLT, HOLLAND, TO VICINITY SCHIMMERT, HOLLAND, CROSSING DIVISION I.P. AT MARGRATEN, HOLLAND, AT 0930. ALL ELEMENTS OF CC-R CLOSED INTO ASSEMBLY AREA VICINITY SCHIMMERT, HOLLAND, AT 1200. RAINY WEATHER WITH POOR VISIBILITY PREVAILED.

CALL FROM G-3 T0 C.O. CC-R AT 2118 ALERTING A/814TH T.D. FOR MOVEMENT ANYTIME AFTER 0830; C.O. OF A/814TH T.D. TO REPORT TO COMMAND COMMANDING GENERAL, 2ND ARMORED DIVISION, 0830, FOR INSTRUCTIONS.

23 NOVEMBER: THANKSGIVING DAY SPENT IN MAINTENANCE
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OF VEHICLES AND PERSONNEL IN THE MORNING; ONLY NECESSARY FATIGUE AND SECURITY IN THE AFTERNOON.

24, 25, AND 26 NOVEMBER: TRAINING AS PRE-SCRIBED BY DIVISION. ASSAULT GUN CREWS OF 38TH A.I.BN. RECEIVED INSTRUCTION FROM 434TH A.F.A. BN IN THE 105MM HOWITZER.

AT 2045, :26 NOVEMBER, CC-R WAS NOTIFIED BY G-3 THAT 17TH TANK BN. WAS RELIEVED FROM ATTACHMENT 84TH INF. DIV. AND ATTACHED CC-R, AT NOON 27TH FOR SUPPORTING FIRES WITH DIVISION ARTILLERY. DIVISION ARTILLERY REPRESENTATIVES WERE TO GUIDE 17TH TANK BN. TO PREVIOUSLY RECONNOITERED AREAS. BATTALION WAS TO CLOSE IN NEW POSITIONS BY 1630 27TH NOVEMBER.

27 NOVEMBER: UNITS OF CC-R CONTINUED TRAINING AND MAINTENANCE OF VEHICLES AND WEAPONS, AND RECONNAISSANCE OF AREA IN THE VICINITY OF UBACH, GERMANY, FOR POSSIBLE MOVE.

DIVISION ISSUED OPERATIONS INSTRUCTIONS AT 1500 ATTACHING 38TH A.I.BN., 17TH TANK BN., B/40TH TANK BN., D/40TH TANK BN., 1/B/814TH T.D., 1/C/814TH T.D. TO CC-R. 814TH T.D., (-) WAS RELIEVED FROM ATTACHED TO CC-R.

CC-R WAS INSTRUCTED TO MOVE 28 NOVEMBER, BY ROUTES AND TIME AS APPROVED BY XIII CORPS TO PREVIOUSLY RECONNOITERED AREA EAST OF WURM RIVER IN VICINITY OF UBACH, GERMANY. ALSO TO PREPARE PLANS FOR EMPLOYMENT TO NORTH, NORTHEAST, AND EAST; MAINTAIN LIAISON WITH 84TH AND 102ND INFANTRY DIVISIONS; 17TH TANK BN TO REMAIN :WITH DIVISION ARTILLERY, BUT AVAILABLE TO CC-R IF NECESSARY.

C/33RD ENGINEERS WERE ATTACHED FOR MOVEMENT ONLY. AFTER SWEEPING CC-R AREA OF MINES C/33RD ENGINEERS ATTACHED TO 40TH TANK BN (-).

28 NOVEMBER: TROOPS OF CC-R AS OF 0800 CONSISTED OF 38TH A.I.BN., 17TH TANK BN., B AND D/40TH TANK BN., 1/B/814 T.D., 1/C/814TH T.D., ORDNANCE DETACHMENT/129TH ORDNANCE, AND MEDICAL DETACHMENT/77TH MEDICAL BATTALION.

AT 0800, C.O. CC-R REPORTED TO C.P. 84TH INF. DIV FOR CONFERENCE AND THE FOLLOWING DECISIONS WERE REACHED; C/40TH TANK BN. AND D/40TH TANK BN TO REMAIN IN PRESENT POSITIONS. C/33RD ENGINEERS TO CLEAR GAPS ACROSS ANTI​TANK DITCH. THREE M-36 T.D.'S MOVE TO DUG IN POSITIONS NORTH OF SUGGERATH PREPARED TO FIRE NORTH, NORTHEAST, AND EAST; FOUR M-36 T.D.'S MOVE TO CONCEALED POSITIONS JUST SOUTH OF GEREONSWEILER PREPARED TO FIRE NORTHEAST AND EAST; TO RECONNOITER POSITIONS ON HIGH GROUND NORTH AND NORTH-EAST GEREONSWEILER WHEN ADVANCE OF INFANTRY PERMITS. C.O. CC-R, C.O. 40TH TANK BN. AND HIS C.O. COMMANDERS., C.O.'S 2ND AND 3RD BNS., 335TH INFANTRY REGIMENT, T0 MEET AT AD​VANCED C.P. 40TH TANK BN. IN GEREONSWEILER 1330 TO INSURE COORDINATION OF UNITS AND COMMUNICATIONS.
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AT 1300 NOVEMBER 44, C.O. CC-R WENT TO ADVANCED C.P. 40TH TANK BN IN GEREONSWEILER, GERMANY, FOR CONFERENCE AND THE FOLLOWING DECISIONS WERE REACHED: TANKS REMAIN IN NORTH EDGE OF GEREONSWEILER UNTIL ENGINEERS ANNOUNCE THAT GAPS ARE READY, THEN MOVE RAPIDLY TO JOIN RESPECTIVE INFANTRY BNS. TANKS WILL NOT WAIT FOR INFANTRY BUT WILL PASS THRU AND PROCEED TO DIVISION OBJECTIVE; TANKS WILL NOT ENTER TOWN (INDERN) AHEAD OF INFANTRY BUT WILL SPLIT AND MOVE AROUND, THE EDGE OF TOWN TO FAR SIDE; TWO TO FOUR TANKS WILL REMAIN ON NEAR SIDE OF TOWN TO FOLLOW INFANTRY THRU, GIVING DIRECT FIRE ON CALL. TANKS WILL REMAIN 0N OBJECT​IVE WITH RIGHT BATTALION TO GIVE DIRECT FIRE SUPPORT UNTIL POSITION HAS BEEN ORGANIZED FOR DEFENSE; DUE TO EXPOSED POSITION, TANKS WITH LEFT BN. WILL NOT REMAIN ON THE DIVI​SION OBJECTIVE BUT WILL MOVE TO DEFILADED POSITION. TANKS WILL WITHDRAW TO GEREONSWEILER, AFTER DIVISION OBJECTIVE IS CONSOLIDATED, ONLY UPON ORDER OF C.O. CC-R AFTER HE CLEARS WITH CG 84TH INFANTRY DIVISION.

CC-R AND ATTACHED UNITS LEFT ASSEMBLY AREA VICINITY SCHIMMERT, HOLLAND, AND CROSSED THE I.P. AT AALBECK, HOLLAND, AT 1230. ALL ELEMENTS CLOSED INTO ASSEMBLY AREA VICINITY OF UBACH, GERMANY, AT 1500.

29 NOVEMBER: CC-R WAS IN POSITION SUPPORTING CORPS ATTACK BY FIRE (17TH TK BN), PREPARED TO MEET COUNTER​ATTACK FROM NORTH, NORTHEAST, OR EAST.

AT 1630 C.O. CC-R ORDERED B/40TH TANK BN AND 1/C/814 T.D. TO MOVE FROM GEREONSWEILER TO LINDERN, GERMANY, TO REINFORCE A/40TH TANK BN. IN HOLDING LINDERN AGAINST COUNTERATTACK WHILE AWAITING ARRIVAL OF INFANTRY. THE COUNTERATTACK WAS REPELLED.

C.O. CC-R ORDERED B/17TH TANK BN RELIEVED FROM INDIRECT FIRE MISSION AND ASSEMBLED FOR MOVEMENT TO REPLACE B/40TH TANK BN.

30 NOVEMBER: CC-R CONTINUED IN CORPS RESERVE. CORPS DIRECTED THAT HOLDING LINDERN, GERMANY, WAS ESSENTIAL; THAT THE NUMBER OF TANKS IN LINDERN MUST NOT BE REDUCED. A CHANGE OF TANK COMPANIES HAD BEEN PLANNED BUT WAS NOT EFFECTED DUE: TO REORGANIZATION ION OF INFANTRY. D/40TH TANK BN WAS USED DURING THE NIGHT 29-30 TO RESUPPLY BOTH TANKS AND INFANTRY UNDER COVER OF DARKNESS. AT 2112, 17TH TANK BN. WAS RELIEVED FROM ATTACHED TO CC-R AND ATTACHED TO 102ND INFANTRY DIVISION.

AT THE CLOSE OF PERIOD CC-R CONSISTED OF 38TH INFANTRY BN., B AND D/40TH TANK BN., 1/B/814 T.D., 1/C/814 T.D., ORDNANCE DETACHMENT (DIRECT SUPPORT), AND A MEDICAL DETACHMENT (DIRECT SUPPORT). B/40TH TK BN.,  1/B/814 T.D., 1/C/814 T.D. WERE COMMITTED.


(signed)


JOHN L. RYAN, JR.


COLONEL, CAVALRY


COMMANDING
